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River Bath Legend in Taiwan Literature during Qing
Dynasty

Yi-Ching Li*

Abstract

The writing about river bath Taiwan literature in Qing Dynasty includes three types. daily
bathing, mother and child river bath after the delivery and river bath healing. This paper, based on
the time sequence of the literature, discusses child bath convention and legend, river bath disease
healing legend and through the later ones to explain the changes in local chronicles classification
during Qing Dynasty. In late Ming Dynasty, “Quelang Tamchuy” recorded the tradition of
aboriginal woman to have “child bathing in clear running water” after the delivery, in the literature
of Qing Dynasty, it becomes child bathing legend which has “magic breath”, it reflects mothers
wishes to have the children grow up heathily and becomes heroes. The changes in river bath
disease healing legend are: Buddha feed medication, and there is no medication administration
place; it is Sanbao eunuch, the places to administrate the medications are Gangshan, Tamsui town
and Chihkan, this reflects and says that God's blessings are everywhere, and the phenomenon of
people and land linking. In the local chronicles, it records Sanbao eunuch’s medication
administration legend, the classification is changed from “Historical sites” into “ a collection of
essay”, it meets the old meaning of  “broaden horizons’ in novels and fictions.

Key words: Taiwan literature in Qing Dynasty, River bath legend, child bath legend, Sanbao
Eunuch, folk legend.
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