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A Study on the Relationship between Instructional
Strategies and Children’s English Proficiency Levels

Yi-Ling Liou*
Siu-Chun Chu**

Abstract

How to formul ate effectiveinstructional strategiesto enhance children's English competitiveness
under the impact of globalization and low birthrate is recently the most concerned issue in Taiwan.
Recent studies mainly focused on formal schools, and thus the qualitative study adopted Focus Group
Interview with specia reference to an English cram school in Xinzhuang Dist., New Taipe City
which has advantages of its fast, intensive, centralized management and competence-based class
grouping in order to explore the relationship between instructional strategies and English proficiency
level. The eighteen participants consist of studentsfrom low to high level, and instructional strategies
are teacher-centered, learner-centered and dual subject. On the basis of learning motivation,
satisfaction, climate and effectiveness, the main findings are as follows: 1. Low-level students are
relatively applicable to the teacher-centered strategy. 2. Medium-level students are relatively suitable
for dua subject strategy. 3. High-level students are relatively applicable to the learner-centered
strategy. Finally, this study provides some practical recommendations for English teachers and future
researchers as areference.

Key words: Children english cram school, Instructional strategies, Language proficiency level,
English teaching
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