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The Formation of A Life Story

In the Process of Parent— Child

Reading Behavior

Lan-Hui Wu*
Abstract

The main purpose of this study was to investigate the origin of the parent-child
reading and the role adults play and how they form their value systems during the
reading process. In order to present the unique life stories of three famous leaders
who have either been in charge of a private children’s library or a kindergarten, the
method of in-depth interview was adopted to conduct this study. The focus of most
research concerning early reading and parent-child reading was on the influences of
reading on the development of children. They usually failed to explore the
motivation and backgrounds of those parents involved. This qualitative study was
an attempt to expose the in-depth meanings behind the parent-child reading
behaviors through parent’s self-narrative life story. The researcher believed that it
is a better way to understand the meanings of parent-child reading behaviors in the
context of parent’s own life experiences. The result of this study reveals that no
matter what strategies and what storybooks parents used to read for their children,
the establishment of parent-child relationship through parent’s values and beliefs is
the most important factor affecting their attitudes toward story reading.

Key Words : parent-child reading, in-depth interview, life story, life history

* Lecturer,, Department of Early Childhood Care and Education,
Kang-Ning Junior College of Medical Care and Management
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