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An Investigation of Nursing Competence and
Its Relation to Personal Characters
at Different Clinical Practice Stages for
Nursing Students at Junior College

Hui-Ling Lee™
Li-Chyun Yeh™*
Min-Huey Chung™**

Abstract

The aim of this longitudinal research was to explore the nursing competence at
different clinical practice stages for the students at the junior colleges. Nursing
Competence Scale (NCS) was used as the research instrument. The subjects have
conducted the structured questionnaire at the end of each stage, and there were 93
students who have completed the instruments of all six stages. The results are as
follows. (1) The best three nursing competencies of each clinical practice stage
were caring ability, teaching ability and communicating ability. (2) The
improvement of overall nursing ability after clinical practice was significant

(t=2.911, p<.05) . (3) The significant personal influence factors of overall
nursing ability were the ranking of all siblings (p<.05) and case report writing
ability (p<.01) at the first stage, and the average academic score (p<.05) atthe
sixth stage. (4) As the predictor of nursing competence, case report writing
ability can explain 16% of total variation at the first stage, the view of the
importance of nursing can explain 7.5% at the second stage, and case report writing
ability and the view of the importance of nursing can explain 22% at the fifth stage.

*  Associate professor, Department of Nursing, Kang-Ning Junior College of Medical Care and Management
**  Lecturer, Department of Nursing, Kang-Ning Junior College of Medical Care and Management
*** Ph.D. candidate, Institute of Medical Sciences, Tzu Chi University,

Head nurse, Department of nursing, Songshan Armed Forces General Hospital.
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The findings were valuable for the nursing students as a reference in enhancing
their nursing capability through the six-stage clinical practices. The results indicate
that the personal characters will not have influence on their nursing capability after
experiencing the clinical practice several times, while the case report writing ability
will have significant influence on their nursing competence.

Key Words : Nursing Competence, Nursing Education, Clinical Practice
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