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A Study on the Environment and Value of
Preschool Classroom Multicultural
Education : Base on the Observation of Three
Kindergartens in Taipei

Ming Hsu

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to find out, in terms of multicultural education,
what the preschool classroom has done at the current stage, what it should have
done, and the issues of why and how behind the related phenomena. The research
method applied in this study equally emphasizes quality and quantity. The findings
of this study through the check sheet include: more than half of the preschool
classrooms pay little attention to encouraging diversified children creation;
children’s works or pictures posted on the walls in the classroom fail to provide
multicultural environmental education functions; parents with multicultural
background are seldom invited to participate in classroom decoration; picture
books lack of the cultural connotation of new immigrant ethnic groups; intelligence
development and role play areas lack of multicultural objects and properties; music
curricula fail to enhance diversified musical and cultural experience for children.
Major findings from qualitative interviews include: while public kindergartens
enjoy more multicultural education resource advantages and bear more obligations,
children and families who are truly in need of the resources may not necessarily
enjoy them; the target audience of bilingual enterprise-based preschool classrooms,
who lay their eyes on market supply and demand and pursue profits, does not
include the unprivileged children and parents; teachers of private community

* *Associate professor, Department of Child Care and Education, Kang-Ning Junior College of Medical Care

and Management
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kindergartens in which over half of the students are new immigrant children
maintain a sense of local cultural superiority, treating the learning difficulty of new
immigrant children as an encumbrance, hence maintaining a tense relationship with
new immigrant parents. It is hoped that the findings of this study will serve as a
reference to the government units, teacher-training organizations, and operators and
teachers of preschool classrooms in their decision-making, resource allocation,

multicultural curriculum design and practical operation.

Key words: preschool education, new immigrant children, multicultural

environmental education, multicultural curriculum
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