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Image of Shuishalian in the Literatures of Qing Dynasty
Yi-Ching Li*

Abstract

The “Shuishalian” mentioned in the literatures of Qing Dynasty, some refers to 24 shuishalian
settlements in the vast territory, some only means the Shuishalian settlement located in current Lalu
Island. Qing Dynasty’s “The Aborigines” praised the landscape and beauty of the mountains and
waters in Shueishalian, but there is no island and lake names; in “History of Chulo county”, it calls
the small island in the lake as “Shuisha floating island”; in “History of Changhua county” says the
Sun Moon Lake is also called Pearl Lake or Shuei-Li-She Lake; In “Traveling in Shuei-Li-She”
explains the name of Sun Moon Lake is due to the two colors of the lake namely red and green
color.. The impression of Sun Moon Lake to people in Qing Dynasty is: fascinating paradise with
implied horror head-hunting aboriginal practice. Local taboo aimed at the presentation of the island
names and the changes to aboriginal customs, Legend regarding the bottom of the lake is to analyze
the background and meaning for the transformation from the conflict between the Han people and
the aboriginals to the legend of Autumn Maple Tree. The impression to Shuishalian tea is: Deep
Mountain and foggy environment creates diverse healing efficacy, the establishment of trading
ports affects the dynamics to the tea trading market.

Key Words: Shueishalian, Sun-Moon Lake, Taboo with the top of the island, Legend of Autumn
Maple Tree, Shuishalian Tea
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