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China’s Public Opinion Warfare and Taiwan’s Coping
Strategies

Hang-Tsung Yen*

Abstract

The cross-Strait relations have been frozen abruptly due to the dilemma of “Consensus of 1992”
after May 20, 2016. The Beijing government decided to cease the official and quasi-official contacts
with the Taipel government. However, the Beijing government has affected Taiwanese public
opinion significantly via public opinion warfare, which has been caused a lot of pressures on DPP.
Facing the offensive public opinion warfare, the coping strategies have twofold. One is to cohere
the “overlapping consensus’ between the major ruling and opposition political parties, and then to
seek the “overlapping consensus’ over the “Consensus of 1992” between the Beijing government
and the Taipei government. The other isto adjust Taiwanese industrial structure in order to decrease
the dependence on Chinese market, and then to downsize the room in which China played in
Taiwan.

Key words. Consensus of 1992, One China Principle, Public Opinion Warfare, Overlapping
Consensus, Spiral of Silence
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