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Exploring the Effects of Moral Dilemma Story
Teaching Techniques on Moral Development

of Preschool Children

Hsu Ming*

Abstract

The aim of this research was to explore the effects of moral dilemma story
teaching on moral development of preschool children. Using qualitative research
design, twelve children (5-6 years old ) were selected from one private kindergarten
in Taipei city as subjects for this research.The main findings were as follow: (1)
Moral developments of children were commonly found on the preconventional stage
of Kohlberg, mostly on the first stage of heteronomous morality, and less on the
second stage of instrumental purpose and exchange; (2 ) The ability on perspective
taking: the majority of children were able to consider the views of others with
empathy, yet not able to expand to the view points of more than two people and
motivation reasoning ; (3) Through the discussions on moral dilemma stories,
obvious effects were found on children with more mature cognition in relation to the
expansion and exchange of stimulus view points of other children ; (4 ) Parents paid
less attention on discussing moral issues with children ; (5) The major problems

found in school were: full curriculum with English, talent and skills, and cognitive

* Assistant professor, Department of Early Childhood Care and Education,
Kang-Ning Junior College of Medical Care and Management
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activities, yet no space left for moral education; teachers lacking training for group
discussion; lacking moral dilemma story resources; utilization of parents, and value
and pressure of consumer mentality; and misleading illustration and influence of
media, society, and adults. It was hoped that this research will call for the
government, preschool education academics, and professionals to place importance
on preschool moral education, and implement effective direction and thinking for

moral education.

Key Words : Moral Dilemma Story, Moral Development, Preschool Moral

Education, Perspective taking, Qualitative Research
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