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Transcending from a Mortal
to a Deity — Examining the Formation

of Hwa Tou’s Image as a Medicine god

Yi-Ching Li*
Su-Ching Pan™

Abstract

The earliest written documentation citing Hwa Tou’s medicine practice for
savings lives could be traced back to Chen Hao’s “Tri State Odes” of the West Jin
period, in which Xun Yu referred to Zhau Zhao of “Hwa Tou as the imperial
medicine man”, which shaped Hwa Tou’s initial image. Nevertheless, references
such as that cited in Fei Sung Zhi’s footnotes to the “Tri State Odes” of “Hwa Tou’s
divinity-like diagnosis, and referred in Fan Yeh’s “Later Han Odes” of “How
people regarded him as medicine god” revealed that Hwa Tou’s image as medicine
god had gradually taken shape during the Southern dynasty, 420-488 A.D. Since
the Tang dynasty, Hwa Tou’s image had steadfastly expanded into the morality of
upholding justice, as Hwa Tou was depicted in the “Romance of the Three
Kingdoms” as a medicine god encompassing both the virtues and medicinal
know-how. In modern folklore, Hwa Tou not only professed nearly divine
medicinal skills but also embodied many virtues in one. Recapping the foregoing
stated, the process in which Haw Tou’s image as a medicine god evolved over
generations reflects the process in which mortals’ yarning for physicians to be kind
in heart and perfected in whose medicinal skills.

Key words: Hwa Tou, medicine god, image, legends, folklore

* Lecturer, Center of General Education, Kang-Ning Junior College of Medical Care and

Management
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