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Aboriginal Images in Taiwanese Visual Art
during the Japanese Colonial Period

Chen Kuo-chieh*
Hsiao Wen-chueh™*

After Japan assumed control of Taiwan in 1895, the foreign culture of the new
colonial possession generated much interest among Japanese officials and
academics. To better rule area, the Japanese government sent researchers to Taiwan
to study and record the faces of the Taiwanese indigenous peoples. The
"Investigation of Savage Tribes' Customs" conducted in support of the
Governor-General of Taiwan left behind extensive records of tribal customs.

During this period, the influence of Western art also began affecting the
Japanese mainland. This trend was transported to Taiwan together with new forms
of art education. Due to the Japanese government's encouragement of "regional
colors” as well as the curiosity among Japanese colonists and Taiwanese artists
toward Taiwan's indigenous peoples, images of indigenous people and their culture
practices were widely disseminated through government-sponsored art exhibitions,
publications, art journals, exhibitions, painting text books, picture books. These
visual images highlighted Taiwan's "local style" and became a popular trend. This
paper looks at the images of indigenous people in the Taiwanese media during the
Japanese Colonial Period and seeks to understand the reasons for their popularity.
This will establish a valuable reference for researchers in the fields of visual
communication and media studies.

Keywords: Japanese colonial period, indigenous people, visual communication,
local style
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