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A Study on Risk Factors in Young Children’s
Social and Emotional Development

Hsu Ming

Abstract

In view of the fact that children are short of social and emotional management
ability in their early childhood, which makes them unable to benefit from the
school environment, without appropriate intervention, their behavior problems such
as prolonged interference and disobedience tend to become the predictive
indicators of serious conduct problems in later days. How do we prevent this
situation from happening? How do we intervene to reduce family and social
problems? The purpose of this study is to answer these questions. The qualitative
research method was used in this study. By means of purposive sampling, 5
operators and 10 preschool teachers from public or private kindergartens in Taipeli
area (15 in total) were selected to participate in 3 focus group interviews and 5
parents of preschool children were selected in the same manner to be given an
individual interview with a semi-structured interview outline. The findings of the
study show that the crisis factors that often affect the social and emotional
development of preschool children in the family environment are family structure,
emotional problems of parents, family conflicts, education methods, and low social
and economic status. In the preschool environment, the crisis factors include
insufficient human resources at preschool classrooms, over workload of teachers,
insufficient professional knowledge on special education, lack of administrative
matching measures, lack of external resources, and heavy pressure from parents. It
is hoped that these findings will serve as a reference to related government units,
preschool education workers and parents in their practice of education.

Keywords: Social and emotional development, conduct problem, parental
education method, crisis factors
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