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On Taiwan aborigines' ploughing customs and
legends in the Qing Dynasty

Li,Yi-Ching

Abstract

In the Qing Dynasty, Sun Yuan Heng had sighed in "Autumn Day Poem", "Not
remembering their age, they are surprised at their change of hair (Barbarians don't
keep track of their age, and they realize that they are old when hair turns gray).
Another year will come when flowers bloom (Not knowing four seasons, they don't
start to plant until they see flowers blooming)”. Sun Yuan Heng served as the
sub-prefect of Taiwan Prefecture in the 42™ year of the Kangxi Period. However,
his neat poems and short self-annotations reflect his cognition about Taiwan
aborigines, which originated from literature like "An Account of the Eastern
Barbarians™ in the late Ming Dynasty. Therefore, this article plans to start with the
order of literature, attempting to show Taiwan aborigines' ploughing styles in the
Qing Dynasty. When we describe spring ploughing, there were customs like
divining by wind or grass, and listening to sounds of birds. There were also legends
of spiritual arrows and red pearls. During autumn harvest, they drank, sang and
danced, and they also walked for competition. There were even legends of snake
goblins because they walked fast and vigorously. Besides, aborigines offer
sacrifices before spring ploughing or autumn harvest, and they have the custom of
protecting crops. Therefore, a separate section "ploughing and sacrificial rites" is
established for further discussion.

Keywords: Taiwan, aborigines, customs, lengends, and agriculture.

* Lecturer, Center of General Education, Kang-Ning Junior College of Medical Care and Management.
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