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The Legend of the Whale in Taiwan Literature of the
Qing Dynasty

Yi-Ching Li *

Abstract

A whale was sometimes called as Hai-weng in the literature of the Qing Dynasty. Jiang
Yu-Ying recorded a Hai-weng in Gazetteer of Taiwan Prefecture, "it is as huge as a mountain, and
can swallow a boat". Gazetteer of Zhuluo County further describes its body and purposes. Taiwan
Wai Ji recorded that the birth, times before and after the arrival in Taiwan, and the death of Zheng
Cheng-Gong were all related to whales. Records of Sailing across the Taiwan Strait recorded about
the legend of the Hai-weng, "A woodman accidentally climbed on its back. Suddenly it turned
around and moved, and the woodman did not know where he was". This reflects the fact that
people in the Qing Dynasty were full of curiosity and imagination towards a whale which was as
big as a mountain. This article discusses the legend of the whale in Taiwan literature of the Qing
Dynasty chronologically. First, it outlines the body of a whale and its economic value. Secondly, it
discusses Zheng Cheng-Gong and the legend of the whale, and explains people's point of view
towards the Zheng Family in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. Finally, it discusses the legend of
Bifuding in modern Amis tribe through the legend of the whale in the Qing Dynasty.

Keywords: Qing Dynasty, Taiwan, Amis tribe, Zheng Cheng-Gong, legend of the whale
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