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Discussion on the Changing of Sword Lake Legend

Yi-Cheng Li*

Abstract

Early Qing Dynasty, “Chuluo county chronicles” records that the Dutch pumped a sword into
an Autumn Maple tree next to a lake in Da-Lang-Liou village, and that the bark encompassed and
covered the sword; Late Qing Dynasty, “Tamsui sub-prefecture gazetteer” records that there was an
old Dutch sword at the bottom of the lake and a red light would illuminate the sky in darkness or
windy, raining days. The sword lake legend in the “Hsinchu county information book” took place in
Chunan fort and the story is very similar to precious versions but the characters became Zheng
Chenggong and Lin Shuang-wen. The current sword lake legend, was inherited by said with some
other stories added. Since the Guoxing Well legend is similar to the sword story and Zheng
Chenggong image in the sword lake legend, they are analyzed together.
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