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The National Identity of the Women in Cross-Border
Marriage

Ya-Fang Wang*

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore the motivation of women in cross-border marriage to
come to Taiwan, the status of their national identity and the factors that affect the nationa identity
of women in cross-border marriage. First of all, the researchers summarized three levels of national
identity according to the literature: ethnic identity, cultural identity and institutional identity, as the
reference for the outline of the interview, followed up by taking the qualitative research approach,
and selecting three cross-border marriage women of different nationalities as interviewees. In three
individual interviews, the researchers collected a wide range of information and coming to the
following conclusions. cross-border marriage women's motivation to marry to Taiwan was related
to the home environment especially economic factors, and the motivation to marry to Taiwan was
deeply influenced by the introducer. Second, women in cross-border marriage had a high degree of
national identity in Taiwan, and they were very concerned about other people's thoughts and
stereotypes in terms of ethnic identity. Furthermore, they had a dual- ethnic identity. For cultural
identity, women in cross-border marriages studied hard in Taiwan's language, and the way they
learned varied according to the environment. What is troubling is that they were unfamiliar with
Taiwan's religious worship culture. Moreover, women in cross-border marriages agreed with the
healthcare system in terms of institutional recognition and agreed that the healthcare system
facilitated their medical care. Finally, the study found that the main factors affecting the national
identity of women in cross-border marriages were their children, and their identity card had no
effect on their recognition of Taiwan.
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