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Machiavelli's I nternational Realism: The Diplomatic
Choices of Weak States

Hang-Tsung Yen*
Yuan-Bin Lai**

Abstract

Machiavelli is seen as one of the founders of modern political realism. His thoughts have had a
profound effect on contemporary international politics. He personalizes the nations by stating that a
nation, likean individual, pursues advantages and avoids detriments. He also glorifiesinstrumentality
in state building—an approach embodied by saying that "the ends justify the means'. Power and
national safety arethetop prioritiesfor rulers of the world. With this mentality, rulers have atendency
to strengthen the military force, which justifies further investment in the military. Armsraces can lead
to a security dilemma. Machiavelli’s analyses of the history of Italy revealed that states adopted the
strategy of balance of power when they attempted to protect their personal safety and expanded their
benefits. His stress of the role of "founder” is bound to ruin the validity of the balance of power, and
it leads to the theory of hegemony stability. The phenomenon of the rising power challenging the
status quo power will exist in the international community. When the former surpasses the latter, it
will lead to a power transition. As pointed out by Machiavelll, weak states who adopted a neutral
policy ended up defeating themselves. Thus, this triggers the weak states to make a choice between
the balance of power and ‘ bandwagon’. Since bandwagoning is tantamount to submitting their own
survival into the hands of the powerful states, weak states are likely to use the strategy of balance of
power.
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LRlskJE ¢ 22. Nikkel Asia. (2022). “ Asias military spending up 2.8% in 2021, bucking 1.8%
global drop,” 22. Nikkel Asia, February 15.
https.//asia.nikkei.com/Politicg/I nternational -rel ations/ A sia-s-military-spending-up-
2.8-in-2021-bucking-1.8-global -drop.
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