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Specters, Justice, and History: Derrida’s Deconstruction
of Marxist Philosophy of History

Tai-Wu Han*

Abstract

This study examines how Jacques Derrida systematically deconstructs the philosophical
foundations of Marxist philosophy of history through the concepts of spectrality and justice. In
contrast to classical Marxist historiography, which centers on historical necessity, teleology, and the
promise of revolutionary closure, Derridaarguesthat history does not unfold linearly but is structured
as a spectral temporality continually haunted by unfinished alterity. The article first elucidates the
teleological and metaphysical assumptions of presence underlying Marxist philosophy of history, and
then analyzes how Derrida, through the notions of différance, justice to come, and the specter,
destabilizes the understanding of history as a closed totality or a necessary process. It further argues
that Derrida does not simply reject Marxism; rather, he preserves its critical legacy of unsettling
capitalism whiletransforming political critiquefrom apromise of historical completion into an ethical
responsibility toward the other and the future. Finally, this article contends that Derrida's
deconstructive engagement with Marxism is neither anti-political nor depoliticizing. Instead, it
articulates a politics without an endpoint—one that refuses historical closure and emphasizes
responsibility and commitment—and thereby offers profound implications for contemporary |eftist
politics and critical theory.
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theperhaps) Y% - fEPEIFZERY T EIE ) BL TR ) JIRRE - 5F4HE5 26 - Derrida, Jacques. (2009). The Beast
& The Sovereign: Volume |. London: Verso ; Derrida, Jacques. (1997). Politics of Friendship. In Geoffrey
Bennington(trans.). USA: University of Chicago Press.
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