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A Study of Chen-ho Wang’s Novels with Regard to
the Setting of Hua-Lien

Yu-ching Lee*

ABSTRACT

The settings of most Chen-ho Wang’s novels (13 out of 22)are in Hua-Lien. Those stories began
at the short time before Taiwan’s Retrocession and ended in 1980s. In fact, it was the time Wang grew up
in Hua-Lien. Therefore, the study attempts to explore the setting, Hua-Lien and other related literature.
In addition, the natural environment as well as the custom of Hua-Lien will be discussed so as to identify
Wang’s unique writing style which is quite different from those of other folk “literature writers. In the
light of Literature Review of Hua-Lian, the detailed descriptions of Hua-Lian were scrupulously explored.
Seemingly, we could hear again the sound of gongs in Hua-Lien Harbor, and saw placer gold in Day-
Chee-Li Stream. According to the field study, we were delighted to see the up-to-date setting of “Pure
Land Hua-Lien”, but we also got sentimental about that local previous customs and scenes might never
come back again. In conclusion, based upon novels, literature review and interviews, we understood and
identified better the interactive relations between the effect of settings on writers and admirably

manifested settings due to outstanding writers.

*Lecturer, Kang-Ning Junior College of Nursing
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