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A Study of Students’ Attitudes Toward Death in
One Selected College of Nursing

Li-Yu Wu* Hsu-Lung Lin Chang-Ming Lu

Abstract

The purposes of the study are to investigate the nursing school students'
attitudes toward death and to explore the influencing factors related to these
attitudes.The sample studied consisted of 206 students of Taipei Nursing College.The
instruments administered were Death Attitude Profile (DAF).Significant findings
resulted from this research are as follows.
1.0f the four death attitudes dimensions,"neutral acceptance" is most prominently
chosen by the subjects » the next is"fear of death and dying"and the last is "escape-
oriented death acceptance”.

2.The subjects' attitudes toward "fear of death and dying"are significantly related to
the degree of as following variables.

a.The subjects' attitudes toward "fear of death and dying” are significantly related to
those who having more curriculum about death,having more curriculum hours
about death,frequently reading about death,more working years in nursing area or
clinical area,and not belief in Confucianism express lower "fear of death and
dying" °

b.The subjects' attitudes toward "approach-oriented death acceptanacce” are
significantly related to those who are Catholic or Christian, experiencing
religion,more religious,belief in judgment after death express higher "approach-
oriented death acceptance".

¢.Those who have more working years in nursing area,more curriculum about
death,with more well health status,and not belief in Confucianism express lowerer
"escape-oriented death acceptance".

d.The subjects' attitudes toward "neutral acceptance”are significantly related to those
who having more curriculum about death express lowerer" neutral
acceptance". The findings of the study can be contributed to developed the
curriculum for the nurses’ death education °

keyword : attitude toward death

* lecture of the k ang-Ning Junior College of Nursing
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