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The Vanished Fairyland — Legend of
“Taiwanese Utopia” in Ching Dynasty

Li-Yi Ching

Abstract

Wang Hsiao-Lien divides the ancient Chinese fairylands into two systems of
Eastern and Western, and thinks if the “Utopia” Tao Yuan-Ming described is a
failryland, then this land is a pure realm in real life. Giang Yu-Ying’s Taiwan Fu
Zhi describes the Taiwanese mountains as a place where water and forest monsters
reside, as well as a realm where fairies visit occasionally. Fung Jun-Yi’s Taiwan
Geographic Notes also indicates that the sandy valleys of Chunghwa form a
spirited atmosphere, and the petals of white water lilies spread with golden lining
just like in the paintings. Really, what is the Taiwan described in the Ching Dynasty
references, a grotesque fairyland, or a pure land in reality? This is the primary topic
we shall clarify in this article; Secondly, we shall discuss, theoretically, the
developmental journey of Taiwan by its folklores; Finally, we shall discover how

these folklores derived and varied in different ways.

Keywords: Fairyland, Legends, Utopia, Ching Dynasty, Taiwan.

* Lecturer, Center of General Education, Kang-Ning Junior College of Medical Care and
Management.
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