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Visual Presentation of Graphic Media in Early
ROC:
Case of The Young Companion in Shanghai

Chen, Kuo-chieh

Abstract

First published in Shanghai, The Young Companion (TYC, 1926-45) was
China’s first leading integrated pictorial in the 20™ century. Though the circulation
and influence was low, as an important medium conserving cultural image assets of
the times, TYC pioneered fashion, reflected urban charm, covered celebrities and
their events, and closely was in step with the time with its true records of life in
that time. Since 1984, the fourth TYC chief editor Kuo-liang Ma began publishing
a series of memoirs to recall the rise, development and decline of TYC from an
editor’s viewpoint, thus evoking the remembrance of Shanghai. In 1990, The
Commercial Press Ltd. republished TYC during 1926-45 in a single volume. In
2002, Ma’s memoirs were published in Remembrance of TYC. Following this TYC
exclusive, the cultural assets contained in this forgotten pictorial drew the attention
of researchers at home and abroad.

Mass media has absolutely influenced urban cultural formation and
development. In the early days of Shanghai, pictorials presented in graphic visual
media not only realized and shaped the urban context of the time, but also built
reality and imagination. This paper attempts to investigate the urban cultural links
to that time and reinterpret such links by analyzing the layout, art design and
advertisement presentation of TYC.

Keywords: cultural assets, mass media, urban context, urban culture

*  Lecturer, Department of Media Arts, Kang-Ning Junior College of Medical Care
PhD. Student in Design, Chung Yuan Christian University
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